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Meeting Minutes 
 

Tuesday December 7, 2021 
 

 

The North Adams City Council General Government Committee held a meeting on Tuesday December 7, 2021 

at 6:00 pm via Zoom. 

 
 

Call to Order at 6:01 and Chair stated that meeting was being recorded. Roll Call: Members Blackmer, Wilkinson, 

and Sweeney.  

Chair read statement for virtual meetings 

1. Council Paper 11,859 Amending Ordinance Language Sec. 21-12 Snow and ice removal from sidewalks 

and 21-29 Sidewalk Obstruction 

Councilor Blackmer brought up that the solicitor had suggested many changes which consisted of taking out 

much of what we put in.  She suggested that we change 12 hours to 24 hours. She acknowledged the work that 

Councilor Lamb and his committee had put in. Councilor Wilkinson said that the city can’t even get its sidewalks 

done in that time frame and that it doesn’t have the staff. There are absentee landlords who don’t clear their 

sidewalks. Councilor asked if he were more comfortable with the 24 hours. Mr. Meranti from Inspection Services 

said either way it is difficult to enforce. Councilor Lamb acknowledged that 24 hours is more reasonable. He  

brought this up due to the fact that folks are having to walk or ride scooters in the road. We need the ordinance 

before we can enforce it. Councilor Sweeney agrees that 24 hours was reasonable. Councilor Blackmer said for 

the 35 years she has lived here, East Main St. has been an issue. Folks plowing their driveways and sidewalks to 

the end of their property lines and leaving snowbanks on the sidewalk, kids walking to school in the road on a 

pretty busy street etc.   

Councilor Sapienza was in agreement with the 24 hours also noted that if someone is paying for the service, the 

company many need the extra time to get to all their customers. Councilor Oleskiewicz said that they city can’t 

get to clear all the sidewalks in the 12 and sometimes has a hard time getting it done in the 24 hours. 

Mr. Kerns added a link to the city of Boston and Councilor Sweeney suggested that we make it really clear on the 

website and use that resource. Councilor Blackmer mentioned the “Angel Program” that was in the original 

language, and that it isn’t the purview of the city, but that some of the groups that deal with those having 

challenges with clearing the sidewalks could work out that program. Councilor Lamb again stated the issue is that 

people can’t use the sidewalks when they are covered with ice and snow. 

Blackmer suggested that that we add language:  “After “Police Chief” – Add “or their designee, the Director of 

Public Works, or their designee, or the Code Enforcement Department,” Councilors Wilkinson and Sweeney were 

in agreement. There were no comments from the attendees. 
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Councilor Wilkinson made a motion to recommend the above language, seconded by Councilor Sweeney. All 

voted in favor. 

The obstruction ordinance was not listed as an agenda item, so we won’t be making a decision on this.  

Plan was to refer to the solicitor.  

2. Council Paper 11790 communication from Councilor Bona regarding short term rentals and ordinance 

draft created in the Community Development committee 

Councilor Blackmer is concerned with the fact this State Law. Mr. Meranti said that Mr. Feury did the work on it. 

They referred to the non-owner occupied, basically a mini hotel in a neighborhood.  The deciding factor is 

whether or not it is a primary residency. Must be 6 months and a day. Mini hotel, needs to be accessible and fire 

code.  

Chat questions: Thought at 10/27/2021 there would be a meeting in person. Councilor Blackmer said that wanted 

the most people present. Councilor Sweeney mentioned the impact of COVID.  

Mike Smith 1 Chase Ave asked a question about economic impact analysis of the ordinance. This ordinance 

would make it prohibitively expensive to make the improvement. 

Mr. Feury explained - Building code either primary residence or R1.  

Mr. Meranti said If it’s transient in nature (rented for less than 30 days) then it is R1 and  then must meet hotel 

code. City can’t change building code, state must do that 

Eric Kerns 1413 Mass Ave, currently B & B’s are allowed in residential zones. Would this change? Mr. Meranti, 

said they are subject to building code, but traditionally B & B is owner occupied. 

Emily Hobson 49 Brooklyn, last meeting said we would send notice to everyone. The registry from the state does 

not provide the needed information to do so. 

Jen Barbeau recalls that 3 weeks notice and public meeting was what was discussed. This is a public meeting, the 

other part has been answered.  

Councilor Lam asked if there were a registry? Feury responded this would require the registry, the information 

from the state does not provide that amount of detail. Mr. Meranti said inspection services doesn’t have this 

information. But this ordinance would require that. Councilor Wilkinson said that he was looking for more 

information. Councilor Blackmer explained there were several Community Development Committee met and had 

a presentation.  

A.Suttain asked I have used STR in other communities, and there are not these requirements. Mr. Meranti and Mr 

Feury can’t speak to the enforcement of building codes of other communities. Many communities don’t allow 

professionally managed STR’s. North Adams’ ordinance would allow for professionally managed STRs 

Emily Hobson asked how many are registered in the city Mr. Feury stated  62, registered with the Commonwealth 

and it doesn’t break it down. 

Jenna thought it was public hearing.  

Maddy Culver asked if there any plans to conduct economic study, any cities or town with requirements. Mr 

Feury had  listed them previously outright prohibited professionally managed STRs. We came to our reading of 

R1 to allow Professional Management. More requests for another public presentation. Mike Smith looking for 

economic analysis. Councilor Lamb said we could reach out to see what others have done. 
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It is the R1 causing the problem, there is much in ordinance that needs to be moved forward. Mr. Meranti said the 

building code is the building code. It is state building code and can still be enforced. This is offering a path to get 

there. If tragedy, who do you think they are going to look to first. 

Lamb in regards to the insurance/liability piece, could there be a rider on homeowner insurance holding the city 

harmless and covering the incident. Blackmer said her policy doesn’t cover STR. 

Sapienza said his insurance won’t cover STR unless he adds coverage to policy. 

Sweeney citing the Chat some have noted that Airbnb requires 1 million coverage. 

Councilor Blackmer asking the committee what they want to do? 

Councilor Sweeney thanked the staff for their work. Would like to have another presentation to the whole 

Council. 

Councilor Wilkinson suggested A lot of work done, many committee meetings, at a point where we need to move 

it forward. Move this to Council so we can vote on it.  

Councilor Lamb said the goal was to Lean on safety from the beginning 

Ordinance hasn’t been sent to solicitor. Councilors Sweenyy and Wilkinson are in favor of sending to solicitor 

and then and put it on agenda, Councilor Blackmer will try to get an opinion from solicitor, and try to move it 

forward and get on the agenda. Mr. Meranti and Feury feel confident with this.  

Blackmer moved to recommend to full council and send to solicitor Councilor Wilkinson 2nd all voted in favor 

Blackmer thanked everyone for attending and the work they have done to their properties. She understands 

concerns, but this is state building code and suggested that law needs to be changed at the state level. Call you 

Representative, Senators and the governor. 

Councilor Wilkinson moved to adjourn at 7:23 PM, Councilor Sweeney 2nd. All voted in favor. 

Councilor Lisa Blackmer 

General Government Committee Chairperson 
 

 


